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Figure 2-3   Drivers for dual-use technology.
The economics of the defense and aerospace markets have been characterized by high cost, high performance, high risk, and relatively low volume. Commercial applications, by comparison, generally are driven by low cost, resulting in speed, consistent quality, and large volumes. While the defense market is declining, the opportunities in some commercial sectors such as transportation, communication, and infrastructure will be growing over the next few years. Advanced materials applications will be characterized by greater price sensitivity and speed to market. Whereas at one time the defense sector was looked upon as the leader in technological development, it is increasingly becoming a follower, as more complex technologies are developed in a growing commercial sector. The concept of dual-use technologies has become accepted in today's R&D climate to the pointnnovation and application of advanced materials technologies.
